Essay questions for Alabama Moon
Directions:  In a five-paragraph essay, answer one of the following questions.  Be sure to include a strong thesis.

1. Humanity, love, and friendship are all themes of the novel.  Discuss examples of each of these from the novel and determine which is the greatest theme and why?  At least one example must be given for each abstract noun.

2. At the end of Alabama Moon, Moon has made many discoveries about life and people.  What do you believe is the greatest discovery he has made?

3. In The Secret Life of Bees by Sue Monk Kidd, August says, “There is nothing 

      perfect, there is only life.”  How can this be applied to Moon and the novel?                              

4. Is Moon and his situation a realistic one to you?  Are there people who live as Moon once did?  Why would people choose this lifestyle?

5. This novel has already won many awards.  What characteristics does this novel have that makes it so hard to put down?  

6. Compare and contrast the living condition of the Blake’s with Sander’s philosophy of “white trash.”  Sanders says, “Your daddy ain’t never owned….” Pg. 56.  Do you understand Sanders’ perspective?  What is wrong with the way the Blake’s lived?  Why would someone like Sanders be disappointed in the way the Blake’s lived?

